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Saigo Takamori's Birthplace

HIS BIG EYES SAW THE WINDS OF CHANGE
- Saigo was known as a big man, with big eyes, and a broad mind -

"The harder you strike a bell, the louder it will ring. The lighter you strike a bell, the softer
it will ring." Thus spoke Sakamoto Ryoma of the big man with the big eyes. Saigo's great
personality was fostered in the goju schools of Kajiya-machi.

In 1827, Saigo was born into a lower-class samurai family as the eldest of seven children.
(The third son, Tsugumichi, became minister of the Navy.) In spite of his poverty Saigo
went to a Zoshikan, a public Satsuma school, and made a conspicuous figure as a leader
among the students. There was a unique organization for training the Satsuma youth,
whereby boys assembled in districts known as goju.

When he was thirteen, Saigo was wounded in the right arm and gave up martial arts.
Thereafter, he concentrated on academic studies and gained a high reputation as a
nise-gashira (leader of the boys) at a school where many great men studied.

When he was 17, he became an inspector of farms. His ideas about agriculture caught the
attention of Lord Nariakira, and Saigo won his opportunity to take an important part in
Japan's modern history.
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