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Statue of Okubo Toshimichi

STATESMEN SHOULD BE OF PURE HEART
- modernization without clannism -

Okubo Toshimichi was one of the leading figures of early Meiji politics. Born in 1830, he
was called Shokesa when he was a boy, and later also known by the names Ichizo and
Koto. During the last days of the Shogunate, Okubo encouraged public sentiment towards
the Emperor. Though a low-grade samurai, he received much recognition from Shimadzu
Hisamitsu, father of Tadayoshi, the last lord of Satsuma, and he showed great skill in
reforming the administration of the clan.
After the battle with British ships in Kinko Bay, it was Okubo who negotiated peace and
thus brought Japan's period of isolation to an end. He called Saigo Takamori back from
Okinoerabu and together they negotiated the secret alliance between Satsuma and
Choshu, overthrew the Shogunate and brought about the Imperial Restoration of 1867.
After the inauguration of the new government, he worked for the return of land and people
from their feudal lords to the Emperor, the abolition of the clans and the establishment of
prefectures, and as Minister of Finance he revised land taxes. After returning from the US,
he established the Home Office and as Home Secretary was for a while the most powerful
man in the government.
Finally he fell out with his old friend Saigo, who then commited suicide during the Seinan
Civil War. Then, in 1878, on his way to work, Okubo himself was assassinated. The London
Times reported that "His death was a great misfortune for the whole of Japan.”
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